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Opening doors for children and adults with communication difficulties



Background 
·Lister Lane School Bradford 

·Physical and Medical needs 

·Many Pupils with degenerative and rare 
genetic conditions

·For many of these pupils it is when and not if 
they will die 

·61 pupils 

·Full range of cognitive ability 

·2 verbal pupils 



How Have We Dealt With Death in 
School ?
HISTORICALLY?

Not very well !

·Issue highlighted by training and events in 
school 

·2008 Bereavement training for staff 

·Still didnôt address the issue of how pupils 
with limited communication skills 

NOW?

Better but a long way to go ................



Why is it easier not to 
bother? 

·Protecting children ?

·Protecting parents ?

·Protecting ourselves ?

·Cultural issues ïgetting it right 

·Chinese whispers 

·And the rest.................................



Where did we start? 
·What vocabulary would we need 

·How would we present it 

·How would we approach it with the 
children

·Cruse Bereavement Care 
www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk

http://www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk/


Verbal children have said 
·Why did it have to happen 

·Was it my fault

·Will you die too

·Daddy Didnôt die , when is he coming back

·Where has she gone 

·I wish I were dead 

·One minute Iôm angry the next I canôt stop crying

·What happens to the body 

·Will it hurt her when she is burned 

·Can you die standing up or do you have to lie down 

·When will I get a new grandma 



Vocabulary 
·Single words 

·To open a conversation 

· people 

· feelings

·Places ïwhere and when 








